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represented in the paper and usually have published articles themselves in that field. It is critical that the author 
be familiar with the research literature and be able to present the research findings as a unique contribution to 
that literature. In most cases, this hurdle is much harder to jump with journal articles than with student papers 
or applied research reports. In fact, most leading journals have a rejection rate of over 90%, so that hurdle is quite 
high indeed. Of course, there is also a certain luck of the draw involved in peer review. One set of two or three 
reviewers may be inclined to reject an article that another set of reviewers would accept. But in general, the anony-
mous peer review process results in higher-quality research reports because articles are revised prior to publica-
tion in response to the suggestions and criticisms of the experts.

Criminological and criminal justice research is published in a myriad of journals within several disciplines, 
including criminology, law, sociology, psychology, and economics. As a result, there is no one formatting style 
by which all criminological literature abides. If, for example, you are submitting your paper to a psychology-
related journal, you must abide by the formatting style dictated by the Publication Manual of the American 
Psychological Association (American Psychological Association, 2009). The easiest way to determine how to for-
mat a paper for a particular journal is to examine recent volumes of the journal and format your paper accord-
ingly. Numerous articles are available on the student study site (the website is listed at the end of each chapter in 
this book).

Despite the slight variations in style across journals, there are typically seven standard sections within a journal 
article in addition to the title page (see Exhibit 12.1).

Exhibit 12.1 General Sections of a Journal Article

1.	 Abstract This should be a concise and nonevaluative summary of your research paper (no more than 120 words) 
that describes the research problem, the sample, the method, and the findings.

2.	 Introduction The body of a paper should open with an introduction that presents the specific problem under study and 
describes the research strategy. Before writing this section, you should consider the following questions: 
What is the point of the study? How do the hypotheses and the research design relate to the problem? 
What are the theoretical implications of the study, and how does the study relate to previous work in 
the area? What are the theoretical propositions tested, and how were they derived? A good introduction 
answers these questions in a few paragraphs by summarizing the relevant argument and the data, giving 
the reader a sense of what was done and why.

3.	 Literature 
Review

Discuss the relevant literature in a way that relates each previous study cited to your research, but not in an 
exhaustive historical review. Citation of and specific credit to relevant earlier works is part of the researchers’ 
scientific and scholarly responsibility. It is essential for the growth of cumulative science. This section should 
demonstrate the logical continuity between previous research and the research at hand. At the end of this 
section, you are ready to conceptually define your variables and formally state your hypotheses.

4.	 Method Describe in detail how the study was conducted. Such a description enables the reader to evaluate the 
appropriateness of your methods and the reliability and validity of your results. It also permits experienced 
investigators to replicate the study if they so desire. In this section, you can include subsections that 
describe the sample, the independent and dependent variables, and the analytical or statistical procedure 
you will use to analyze the data.

5.	 Results Summarize the results of the statistical or qualitative analyses performed on the data. This can include 
tables and figures that summarize findings. If statistical analyses are performed, tests of significance 
should also be highlighted.

6.	 Discussion Take the opportunity to evaluate and interpret your results, particularly with respect to your original 
hypotheses and previous research. Here, you are free to examine and interpret your results as well 
as draw inferences from them. In general, this section should answer the following questions: What 
have I contributed to the literature here? How has my study helped resolve the original problem? What 
conclusions and theoretical implications can I draw from my study? What are the limitations of my study? 
What are the implications for future research?

7.	 References All citations in the manuscript must appear in the reference list, and all references must be cited in the text.


